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• Events: 
 

a) Links have been established with companies who specialise in 
organising large events.  The Society is partnering with these 
societies to take advantage of the organisational machinery 
and publicity, along with significant discounts for members of 
the SFE. 

 
b) Following the 2009 AGM a “City Walk” took place, which was 

very well intended.  These walks are a good networking event 
and Information about this year’s City Walk can be found on 
the SFE’s website: 
 

www.facadeengineeringsociety.org 
 

c) Technical Events – the Chairman asked the floor for suggestions 
for topics and talks and encouraged everyone to share their 
ideas.  Again the website details all past and forthcoming 
events. 

 
• International branches of the Society are developing very quickly.  

They have 50 members, which is very encouraging, and are 
organising many events.  The Society is launching in Hong Kong in 
May with the assistance of the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers 
and CIBSE. 
 

• The Society is working hard to establish links with the International 
Facade Master programme in Europe.  There are a few issues that 
need addressing but progress is being made. 

 
 
 

6. ELECTION OF STEERING COMMITTEE 2010/2011 
 

The Chairman announced that as there had been no other nominations 
for membership, the current committee would continue to serve for a 
further twelve month period.  He explained that although the past year 
had been difficult for everyone in the industry, the Steering Committee 
had found its rhythm and established a direction for the future.  The 
Chairman also welcomed four new nominees to the Steering Committee 
who had all been hand picked to add to the perspective of the group: 
 

• Graham Fairley, AECOM 
• Dr Steve Lo, University of Bath 
• Professor Dr Ulrich Knaack, Delft University of Technology 
• Henk de Bleecker, Permasteelisa 
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The Steering Committee of the SFE for 2010/2011 term is: 
 
Chairman:  Dr Mikkel Kragh, Arup 
Vice Chairman:  Chris Macey, Wintech 
Hon Secretary:  Chris Macey, Wintech 
Hon Treasurer:  Dr Stephen Ledbetter, CWCT, University of Bath 
Education + Membership Committee Chairman:  Phil King, Arup 
Accreditation:  Tim Cooke, Wintech 
Vice-Accreditation/CIBSE Representative:  Ant Wilson, AECOM 
Events Officer:  Dr Patrick Ryan, Patrick Ryan Associates 
Newsletter Editor:  Mark Taylor, Allies and Morrison 
RIBA Representative:  John Ahern  
IStructE Representative:  Mike Otlet, W.S. Atkins 
Ordinary Member:  Tony Willmott, Sandberg 
Ordinary Member:  Graham Fairley, AECOM 
Ordinary Member:  Prof. Dr. Ing Ulrich Knaack, Detmolder Schule für 
Architektur und Innenarchitektur, TU Delft, Faculty of Architecture 
Ordinary Member:  Henk de Bleecker, Scheldebouw, Permasteelisa Group 
Ordinary Member:  Dr Steve Lo, University of Bath 
 
 

 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
The Chairman asked the floor if there were any matters they would like to 
raise. 
 
Chris Macey (Wintech and Vice Chairman of the Society) asked if anyone 
had any suggestions to strengthen links with the institutions. 
 
The Chairman responded explaining that the Society is in talks with the 
various bodies but there are administrative and historical obstacles to 
overcome.  He also noted that it would be good to have the support of 
the membership on this topic. 
 
Roger Shrimplin (Hon Treasurer of RIBA) asked if he could address the 
gathering explaining that the President (Ruth Reed) apologised for not 
being able to attend but had asked him to represent her.  Mr Shrimplin 
noted that the RIBA acknowledges the SFE reflects changes in the 
profession of facade engineering and is keen to break down any barriers.  
On behalf of the RIBA he wished the Society well for the future.  The 
Chairman thanked Mr Shrimplin for the RIBA’s comments.  
 
 
 

8. CLOSE 
 

The Chairman concluded the meeting by thanking Mike Simpson, the 
President of CIBSE, for hosting the Society over the years. 
 
Meeting closed at 7pm for the Talks and Debate to begin, the theme of 
which was “Facade Engineering – challenges and opportunities for the 
discipline and the Society”. 
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Speakers: 
 
Peter Caplehorn, Honorary Fellow of the Society of Facade Engineering 
“An Architect’s perspective”. 
 
Professor David Nethercot, Honorary Fellow of the Society of Facade 
Engineering 
“An Engineer’s perspective” 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2009/2010 

Mikkel Kragh, PhD MSc CEng MCIBSE FSFE  

 

The SFE Today 

The past year has been dominated by two issues, which will continue to impact on the way we go about our 

business as facade engineers. Firstly, the implications of Climate Change and the way our buildings 

increasingly need to deliver high performance and low impact. These effects are felt in the form of 

legislation, but also increasingly as a demand in the marketplace for ‘rated buildings’. Secondly, the 

economic crisis has had – and continues to have – significant implications and both businesses and 

professionals are feeling the strain. 

During these difficult times, the Society of Facade Engineering has been slowly expanding and raising 

awareness of the discipline as an essential component of integrated design and delivery. The discipline is 

potentially maximising value for clients and offering the broad technical approach which is needed for the 

realisation of sustainable buildings to increasingly challenging programs and budgets in a global market. 

This could be the decade of the Facade Engineer. 

The Society is still embryonic and a step change is needed in terms its uptake by the industry. We need to 

reach ‘critical mass’ for industry to identify SFE membership as the only recognition of professional 

qualifications and experience, for individuals to seek membership as a way of furthering their careers, and 

for clients to come to expect accredited professionals working on their projects.   

Good work is being done and we are continuing to reach out geographically and across the more traditional 

disciplines.  

Benefits of Membership 

The key to growing the membership is clear communication of the benefits of membership. The most 

important benefit has to be that of professional accreditation as a facade engineer. While the membership 

classes represent levels of professional competencies and experience they also certify a broad base of 
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knowledge, which is essential to facade engineering. Membership certificates will be issued to all members 

in the near future. 

The priorities and interests vary from individual to individual, but the networking aspect is also seen as an 

important benefit.  Besides offering continued professional development and training, no doubt the SFE 

events play an important part in attracting new members. The events also provide excellent networking 

opportunities and the number of events is steadily growing year on year. 

Membership 

The SFE membership roll of 31 March 2010 shows a total of 238 members across geography, disciplines, 

employer categories, age, and gender. 

 Student    10  4% 

 Affiliate    58  24% 

 Associate Member  97  41% 

 Member   41  17% 

 Fellow    29  12% 

 Honorary Fellow  3  1% 

According to the available information 59% of the members are based in the United Kingdom, The 

remaining 41% are spread internationally with strongest regional representation in the Middle East 

(approx. 50 members) and Hong Kong (approx. 15 members). The membership is currently predominantly 

male with only 16 (7%) of the members being female. 

A permanent Education+Membership (E+M) Committee has been established. The committee oversees 

accreditation, definition of membership criteria, the role of the facade engineer, and links with academia. 

Accreditation and Education 

Membership applications have come predominantly from the United Kingdom, Continental Europe, Hong 

Kong, and the Middle East. We continue to discover where the guidance and procedures on the SFE 

website can be improved and clarified by taking account of issues raised by candidates' submissions. One 

particular area concerned the technical reports which are required as evidence of a candidate's experience. 

The guidance on the requirements of the report has now been expanded. The quality of reports received 

from candidates has generally been good and now tells us much more about the candidates’ suitability for 

appropriate grades of membership. We have also introduced requirements that the candidate gets a 

suitable proposer to write a short testimonial supporting the candidate’s application. This trusted third 

party contribution to an application provides a better means for the E+M committee to verify the 

candidate's experience rather than simply relying on the candidate’s self assessment on their ‘scope of 

experience form’, which was proving rather subjective - some highly qualified candidates were overly 

modest, and some less experienced candidates were overstating their ability and experience. 

The E+M committee is now embarking on the next round of revision to the guidance and procedures on the 

SFE website. In light of the range of international candidate backgrounds it is proposed that this will include 

clarification on equivalent façade courses in addition to those from University of Bath and equivalent 

professional qualifications acceptable for consideration for membership.  
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The E+M committee is intent on setting and maintaining high standards that recognise the quality of our 

membership. We do occasionally encounter candidates who fail to demonstrate that they meet the 

necessary criteria for Member and Fellow grades, yet expect membership to be granted on candidate 

reputation alone. This is unfair to existing members as we must be consistent in our procedures. We must 

verify that candidates achieve the appropriate high standard in order to protect the interest of the clients 

who may select façade engineers on the basis of their given SFE grade. We are insistent on technical 

reports and scrutinise these for compliance with the requirements set. 

An area of work currently underway is to provide guidance and definition on the role played by the façade 

engineer in projects. This will serve to brief clients and provide a common basis for comparing duties. The 

definition will also be the basis of a syllabus for education of candidates and may even feature in defence 

should professional negligence claims be brought. It is hoped that these can be published through the SFE 

website in the next few months. Two areas where the E+M committee needs to become more successful in 

the coming year are its role in recruitment of new members and its education function. These will be areas 

for more attention in future. 

Events 

The Society partners with different organisations on facade design and engineering conferences. Steering 

Committee members frequently give talks and assist conference organisers in defining the agenda. In 

return, the Society gets a discounted conference fee for its members and some degree of exposure on the 

conference websites, brochures, etc. Smaller technical and social events are still organised by the Society’s 

events committees. 

The past year saw the following events: 

 AGM and Technical Evening, 5 March 2009 

 City Walk, London, 25 June 2009 

 Summer Networking, Dubai, 15 July 2009 

 Facade Design & Engineering Conference (NCE/AJ), London, 20 October 2009 

 Facade Design & Engineering Conference (IQPC), Dubai, 8-10 February 2010 

 Technical Evening, Dubai, 24 March 2010 

 Social Gathering, London, 24 March 2010 

An events plan has been drawn up for the coming year and is published on the SFE website. It is 

encouraging that we are managing to combine technical (CPD) events with social events for networking. It 

is hoped that these events will attract new members and that younger members will get involved in the 

many activities of the Society and collaborate with the Steering Committee. 

Elevation Magazine 

The Elevation Magazine is potentially a very important medium for communication across the Society and 

beyond. The magazine covers case studies, debate, reports from events, and identifies industry trends. The 

production of contents and its editing is based on voluntary efforts by members and the steering 

committee. Due to the difficult times and busyness of key people, it has unfortunately not been possible to 

keep up the production of the magazine over the past year. Back copies are made available on the SFE 

website. A plan for quarterly future issues has been developed and we would warmly welcome 

contributions and offers to assist with editing and desk top publishing. 
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The intention is to establish a Communications+Events Committee. Unfortunately it has not been possible 

to identify a person to chair this group and the position remains vacant. 

Regions 

The Society launched in the Middle East in 2009 and has had an excellent first year. The regional steering 

committee has reported the following. “Despite the difficult economic conditions, the interest of facade 

professionals in all areas of the Supply Chain remains strong, with a desire to technically improve standards 

and knowledge of the local market.  Our challenge in 2010 is to retain the interest and commitment of the 

membership. To do this, we must deliver against the group’s key objectives and the Committee has plans in 

place to keep the pledges made when enrolling people. To this aim, we have issued a questionnaire to the 

membership and whilst the initial feedback has been poor, we are continuing to pursue this avenue for 

feedback.” 

The Society will be set up in Hong Kong in May 2010. A steering group is being formed with a view to 

establishing a regional presence and define the regional SFE’s relationship with local institutions. 

Links are being forged with the International Facade Master network. This is an important element of the 

internalisation of the Society. There are natural affinities between the syllabus of the facade masters 

courses and the SFE membership classes with SFE offering accreditation of professional experience and a 

path for career development.  

SFE and the Institutions 

We are continuing our dialogue with both the Royal Institute of British Architects and the Institution of 

Structural Engineers about a closer link with the Society. It is a complex issue, but we remain positive and 

both institutions have expressed interest in finding the best way forward. 

Initial contact has been made to CTBUH, the Council for Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat. We will be 

exploring possible collaboration in connection with conferences and publications. The intention is to reach 

out to the members of CTBUH who represent 50,000+ professionals. 

Honorary Fellows of the Society of Facade Engineering 

The Society currently has three Honorary Fellows, who were all nominated last year. Following the 2010 

SFE AGM, two of the three Honorary Fellows will give their perspectives on the challenges and 

opportunities for the facade engineering discipline and the Society. We are expecting to build on our 

relationship with the Honorary Fellows, who will act as ambassadors of the Society and also assist us in our 

efforts to strengthen the relationship between SFE and the Institutions. No further nominations have been 

made this year. 

Steering Committee 

The Steering Committee has been re-nominated for continuity and no alternative nominations made, which 

means that the group will continue for another term, expanded to strengthen our effort in the areas of 

education and contractor involvement. 

I wish to thank the Steering Committee for their support and efforts over the past year. Clearly, the success 

of the Society depends entirely on the involvement of the right people in setting the direction and it has 

been a privilege to chair the Society in collaboration with the people on the Steering Committee. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
GUEST SPEAKERS 

 
Honorary Fellows of the SFE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Peter  Caplehorn,  Dip  Arch  RIBA  is 
Technical  Director  at  Scott  Brownrigg 
and  advisor  to  the  RIBA  on  Building 
Regulations  and  Health  and  Safety 
issues.    Peter  sits  on  several  industry‐
wide  committees  specialising  in 
regulations  and  health  and  safety.  He 
was  particularly  involved  with  the 
industry  guidance  on  the  CDM  2007 
Regulations.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Professor  David  Nethercot,  OBE,  BSc, 
PhD, DSc,  FREng,  FIStructE,  FICE,  FCGI, 
is Head of  the Department of Civil  and 
Environmental  Engineering  at  Imperial 
College, and has more than thirty years 
experience  of  research,  specialised 
advisory work and committee activity in 
the  area  of  steel,  aluminium  and 
composite construction.   
 
 
 




