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LET Lighting Diploma

The LET Diploma is a distance learning training course in lighting.  The course objective is to enable students to attain an academic standard in the art and science of lighting that will enable them to undertake the design of lighting, as well as being a suitable basis for other activities within the world of light and lighting. 
The course structure and syllabus have been defined by representatives of the Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (Society of Light and Lighting), the Institution of Lighting Engineers, the International Association of Lighting Designers and the Royal Institute of British Architects, together with independent lighting specialists. 

The in-depth syllabus includes the fundamentals of light and vision, details and characteristics of daylight, lamps, luminaires and control systems, together with design concepts and methods for windows and interior and exterior lighting installations. Aesthetic, economic and environmental issues are also included. 

Using modern technology in the form of computer-based training, this course addresses the need to equip students to meet the demands of the increasing complexity of lighting design that results from an ever-increasing rate of introduction of innovative lighting equipment, the growing number of regulations and guidelines and the greater need for economic and environmental awareness. 

The course provider is South Bank University, London, which will issue students with CD-ROM-based learning material for personal computers.  The unit material is recorded in Adobe Acrobat Portable Document Format, a file format which produces an ‘electronic photocopy’ of the original document and so enables the user to view and print their own study notes, complete with high definition pictures and illustrations etc, all in colour, on their own personal computers and printers. In addition, PDFs can contain embedded sound and video clips which enrich the learning experience and enable difficult concepts, or complicated procedures, to be demonstrated ‘first hand’ to the user.  There is also be some additional printed reference publications. 

Student support will be provided by e-mail, telephone, fax or post. The CD-ROM allows the use of text, pictures, animated diagrams and video clips to convey the course content. Samples of proprietary lighting design software will allow students to experiment with a variety of lighting solutions for interior and exterior applications. Computer simulation of visual effects of various lamps and luminaire types demonstrate the variety of results which lighting can produce. 

In addition to the self-learning, there will be four mandatory one-day workshops and these will form part of the Diploma assessment together with two end-of-unit examinations. Depending upon the enrolment register these may be held at regional locations. They will initially be spread throughout the year and will typically include: 

· Interior lighting 

· Daylighting 

· Exterior lighting 

· Luminaire design 

These workshops will include design exercises, which will form part of the Diploma assessment together with the end of unit examination. The final allocation of parks towards the Diploma will typically include: 

· Design workshops 25% of overall mark 

· Examinations 

· Fundamentals paper 25% of overall mark 

· Advanced lighting paper 50% of overall mark 

Candidates should typically achieve an overall weighted pass mark in excess of 50% and must achieve a minimum pass mark of 30% in each of the above sections. 

The course is designed to fulfil the training needs of not only those in the mainstream of the lighting profession, but also those in related disciplines who wish to add ‘Lighting’ to their existing skills, for example architects, electrical engineers, interior designers, electrical contractors and many others who have an involvement in, or interface with, lighting in any form. 

The course requires no previous experience in lighting but knowledge of mathematics to GCSE Grade C or equivalent is recommended. It is possible to complete the whole course within one year but it is expected that most candidates will sit the final examination within two (but a maximum of three) years. 

An introductory pack including a demonstration CD-ROM is available on request from Pasha Fuad at South Bank University. 

For further details contact: 

Pasha Fuad, South Bank University 
Tel: 020 7815 7675. Fax: 020 7928 8968. Mobile: 0860 671129.  Email fuadp@sbu.ac.uk


Les Norman, South Bank University 
Tel: 020 7815 7650. Fax: 020 7928 8968. E-mail: normanld@sbu.ac.uk 

or 

Liz Peck, Lighting Education Trust, 222 Balham High Road, London SW12 9BS. 
Tel: 020 8675 5211. Fax: 020 8673 3302. E-mail: lpeck@cibse.org 

