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SELECT COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL POLICY FOR THE BUILT 

ENVIRONMENT 

Call for Written Evidence 

 

The House of Lords has established a Select Committee to consider ‘the development and 

implementation of national policy for the built environment’.  

The Committee will explore the following key issues in detail and would welcome your 

views on any or all of the following questions. Please note that questions are not listed here 

in any particular order of importance.  

As many of the policy areas which are likely to be considered by the Committee are 

devolved, the principal focus of the inquiry will be upon policy for the built environment in 

England. Notwithstanding this, comparisons and examples of practice from other parts of 

the UK would also be welcome. 

The Committee wishes to focus primarily on the future challenges and priorities for built 

environment policy. Comments on past and present practices are welcome where they 

illustrate the lessons that should be learned for built environment policy in the future. 

Written evidence should arrive no later than 6 October 2015.  

Questions 

Policymaking, integration and coordination 

1. Are the decisions that shape England’s built environment taken at the right 

administrative level? What role should national policymakers play in shaping our built 

environment, and how does this relate to the work and role of local authorities and 

their partners? 

2. How well is policy coordinated across those Government departments that have a 

role to play in matters such as housing, design, transport, infrastructure, sustainability 

and heritage? How could integration and coordination be improved? 

National policy for planning and the built environment 

3. Does the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) provide sufficient policy 

guidance for those involved in planning, developing and protecting the built and 

natural environment? Are some factors within the NPPF more important than 

others? If so, what should be prioritised and why?  

4. Is national planning policy in England lacking a spatial perspective? What would be the 

effects of introducing a spatial element to national policy? 
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5. Is there an optimum timescale for planning our future built environment needs and 

requirements? How far ahead should those involved in the development of planning 

and built environment policy be looking? 

Buildings and places: New and old 

6. What role should the Government play in seeking to address current issues of 

housing supply? Are further interventions, properly coordinated at central 

Government level, required? What will be the likely effect upon housing supply of 

recent reforms proposed for the planning system? 

7. How do we develop built environments which are sustainable and resilient, and what 

role should the Government play in any such undertaking? Will existing buildings and 

places be able to adapt to changing needs and circumstances in the years to come? 

How can the best use of existing housing stock and built environment assets be 

made? 

8. To what extent do we make optimum use of the historic environment in terms of 

future planning, regeneration and place-making? How can more be made of these 

national assets? 

Skills and design 

9. Do the professions involved in this area (e.g. planners, surveyors, architects, 

engineers etc.) have the skills adequately to consider the built environment in a 

holistic manner? How could we begin to address any skills issues? Do local 

authorities have access to the skills and resources required to plan, shape and 

manage the built environment in their areas?  

10. Are we using the right tools and techniques to promote high quality design and 

‘place-making’ at the national level? How could national leadership on these matters 

be enhanced? 

Community involvement and community impact 

11. Do those involved in delivering and managing our built environment, including 

decision-makers and developers, take sufficient account of the way in which the built 

environment affects those who live and work within it? How could we improve 

consideration of the impacts of the built environment upon the mental and physical 

health of users, and upon behaviours within communities? 

12. How effectively are communities able to engage with the process of decision making 

that shapes the built environment in which they live and work? Are there any 

barriers to effective public engagement and, if so, how might they be addressed? 
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Financial measures 

13. Are there fiscal or financial measures potentially available which would help to 

address current issues of housing and land supply? Are there financial or other 

mechanisms that would encourage better design and place-making by private sector 

developers? 

Written evidence should be submitted online using the written submission form available at 

http://www.parliament.uk/built-environment  

If you do not have access to a computer you may submit a paper copy to:  

Clerk to the Select Committee on the National Policy for the Built Environment, 

Committee Office, House of Lords, London SW1A 0PW.  

The deadline for written evidence is 6 October 2015. 

Short, concise submissions, of no more than six pages, are preferred. A longer submission 

should include a one-page summary. Paragraphs should be numbered. Submissions should be 

dated, with a note of the author’s name, and of whether the author is acting on an individual 

or corporate basis. All submissions made through the written submission form will be 

acknowledged automatically by email.  

 

Personal contact details supplied to the Committee will be removed from submissions 

before publication but will be retained by the Committee staff for specific purposes relating 

to the Committee’s work, such as seeking additional information.  

 

Submissions become the property of the Committee which will decide whether to accept 

them as evidence. Evidence may be published by the Committee at any stage. It will normally 

appear on the Committee’s website and will be deposited in the Parliamentary Archives. 

Once you have received acknowledgement that your submission has been accepted as 

evidence, you may publicise or publish it yourself, but in doing so you must indicate that it 
was prepared for the Committee. If you publish your evidence separately, you should be 

aware that you will be legally responsible for its content.  

 

You should be careful not to comment on individual cases currently before a court of law, 

or matters in respect of which court proceedings are imminent. If you anticipate such issues 

arising, you should discuss with the Clerk of the Committee how this might affect your 

submission.  

 

Certain individuals and organisations may be invited to appear in person before the 

Committee to give oral evidence. Oral evidence is usually given in public at Westminster 

and broadcast in audio and online. Persons invited to give oral evidence will be notified 

separately of the procedure to be followed and the topics likely to be discussed.  

 

Substantive communications to the Committee about the inquiry should be addressed 

through the Clerk, whether or not they are intended to constitute formal evidence to the 

Committee.  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/built-environment
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This is a public call for evidence. Please bring it to the attention of other groups and 

individuals who may not have received a copy direct.  

 

You can follow the progress of the inquiry at http://www.parliament.uk/built-environment  

 

27 July 2015 

http://www.parliament.uk/built-environment

