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Leadership in the UK for the adoption of the Passivhaus standard 
and methodology

Promote Passivhaus to reduce energy use and carbon emissions 
from buildings in the UK

Promote Passivhaus to provide high standards of comfort and 
building health

Passivhaus Trust - Introduction
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Passivhaus - origins

I was working as a physicist. I read that the construction industry had 
experimented with adding insulation to new buildings and that energy 
consumption had failed to reduce.  

This offended me ς it was counter to the basic laws of physics.  I knew 
that they must be doing something wrong.  So I made it my mission to 
find out what, and to establish what was needed to do it right

- Wolfgang Feist
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Which sectors can use Passivhaus?
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Bicester Eco Business Centre Agar Grove Trafalgar Way, Mixed Use

Klinikum CǊŀƴƪŦǳǊǘ IǀŎƘǎǘHarris Academy Sutton, Secondary {ǘ {ƛŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ

What is Passivhaus ς one inclusive standard
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What is Passivhaus ς social housing
Cunningham House, Shettleston Housing Assoc.Carrowbreck Meadow, Broadland DC Goldsmith Street, Norwich City Council

Primrose Park, Plymouth City Council Sarn Passivhaus, Powys Council Rayne Park, Norwich City Council
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What is Passivhaus - quality retrofit
Niddrie Road, Southside Housing Assoc.Erneley Close, One Manchester Housing Wilmcote House, Portsmouth City Council

wŜƴŦǊŜǿǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭ-out Cedar Court, Queens Cross Housing Assco.
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A comfort and health standard

A route to net zero

An energy standard

A quality standard

What is Passivhaus
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What is Passivhaus ς 8 Principles

3 Principles of

approach
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5 Building 

Principles

What is Passivhaus ς 8 Principles
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A Passivhaus building is:

ÅThe right temperature, steady in both 

winter and summer, and free of draughts

ÅHigh in indoor air quality, with a constant 

supply of tempered fresh air

ÅCheap to run, with very low energy bills

ÅRobust and well-built.

What is Passivhaus ς Performance in use
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Passivhaus Health
C02ʀ Concentration (PPM)

Data source: Architype
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People Performance

1 13% reduction in absenteeism

2 £23,000 reduction in energy bills

Interserve, Watermead Business Park in Leicestershire



> 470 
GB CERTIFIED PROJECTS

370,600 m² 
TFA CERTIFIED

> 8000 
UNITS IN DEVELOPMENT

> 2200
GB CERTIFIED DWELLINGS

UK Passivhaus Uptake ς 1%
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UK Passivhaus Uptake - SFT


