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Humans vs The Environment – Can Standards Help the Conflict?



Environmental Lighting – Human wants and needs













Designated sites. 

Dark landscapes / dark 
skies.

Sensitive ecology 
receptors.

Rural settlements.

Urban residential amenity.

The Conflict: Environmental Sensitivities



Can Lighting Professionals Resolve the Conflict?
Collaborative Working

Competent Lighting Design.

Strong Lighting Strategies.

Site Specific Solutions.

Competent Planning Authority that 
understands importance of light and 
compromises needed.

First ask – do we need to light?



Collaborative Approach

Lighting

Consultant

Landscape

Architect
Ecologist

Planning

Consultant

Benefits of early involvement and interdisciplinary collaboration

Input into design development

Help to reduce objections from 

officers and other consultees

Advise on buffer zone / dark 

corridor locations / distances

Take the lead on gathering the 

key information / opening 

dialogue



Applicable Exterior Lighting Standards:

BS EN 12193: 2018

BS EN 12464-2:2024

BS 5489-1:2020 / EN 13201-2:2015

Current British Standards.



What type of sport is being played?

What level is the sport being played 
at?

Who is paying?

What sensitive receptors are 
nearby?

Has planning approval been 
granted yet?

Are there any planning conditions?

Sports – BS EN 12193: 2018

Padel and Tennis Court Lighting



Outdoor Work places – BS EN 12464-2:2024
Car Parking Areas Industrial Sites



Roadway Lighting – BS 5489-1:2020 / EN 13201-2:2015
Subsidiary (Residential) Roads Town and City Centres



ILP - GN01/2021

ILP- GN08/2023

SLL- LG21/2021
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Industry Guidance



National and Local Policies.

Lighting Industry Guidance.

British Standards.

NPPF.

Dark Skies TAN.

Local Plan Policies 
(SD8) – Serves to 
protect, conserve and 
enhance the IDSR.
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How does this work in the SDNP?
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In Practice – A Case Study

Recharge One – Buriton, South Downs National Park



First of its kind.

Green Travel Solution.

National Park Focused. 

EV charging solutions.

Retail component.

‘Retreat style’ development.

Residential (eco lodges) with 
charging.
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Recharge One – Buriton, South Downs National Park
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Site Location
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Site Location

Baseline
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Dark Sky Zones
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Approach to Lighting

Understanding the usage.

Pre / Post-Curfew Lighting 
Zones.

Charging spaces 
prioritised because of task 
requirements.

 Layers of light approach.
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Adaptive Lighting

Pre-Curfew Lighting Levels

Charging spaces and circulatory road lit to 5.0 

Lux Ave / 1.0 lux min (P4 lighting class).

Pedestrian footpaths and residential links lit 

with illuminated bollards for wayfinding 

purposes.

Earth covered retail units to be fitted with 

solar control glazing (<70% LTV).
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Adaptive Lighting

Post-Curfew Lighting Levels (from 

21:00pm – 07:00am)

Charging spaces and circulatory road lit to 2.0 

Lux Ave / 0.20 lux min (P6 lighting class).

Pedestrian footpaths and residential links 

sensor controlled.

Earth covered retail units lights off.
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THANK YOU

Alistair Scott
Director

Ryan Carroll
Department Lead – Lighting 

Impact and Planning
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