
Heat networks approach 
within the UK Net Zero 
Carbon Buildings Standard



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Heat Networks UKNZCBS

Slide for notes only (HIDDEN)







•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•





Applies to buildings where 
heat or cooling is distributed 

via a central network serving 
multiple buildings or units

The carbon intensity of the 
heat or coolth supplied by 

district systems must meet 
specified limits (in line with an 

ASHP at SCOP=2.8)

Energy used by the district 
heating or cooling network is 

reported, alongside 
associated carbon emissions

Systems that rely on fossil 
fuels must have a clear and 

documented plan to 
transition to renewable or 

low-carbon sources by 2040

Documentation must include 
detailed data on the carbon 

content, efficiency, and 
transition plans for district 

heating and cooling networks 
involved in the project
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Carbon content performance equivalent to and all-electric heat network with:
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Sleeving Fossil fuels CHP

Energy from Waste Recovered heatBiomass
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*Green book grid factors (low) 
* ‘Falling Short FES factors (high)






